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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The applicants canceled claims 1 -27, amended claim 28, and added new claims 
30-51 in the preliminary amendment received on 1 1/14/03. 

The pending claims are 28-51 . 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 29 and 33-34 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• "the occurrences" in 3 rd line of claim 29 should be "occurrences"; 

• "the occurrences" in 2 nd line of claim 33 should be "occurrences"; and 

• "the raw data" in 2 nd line of claim 34 should be "raw data". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 36-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 36 recites the limitation "said semantic temporal event" in 3 rd line and "the 
semantic temporal event" in lines 5-6 and 9. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. Changing "semantic temporal events" in 1 st line of claim 36 
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to "a semantic temporal event" is suggested. Claims 37-43, incorporating the 
deficiencies of claim 36, are likewise rejected. 
Claim 38 is incomplete, thus indefinite. 

Claim 44 recites the limitation "said semantic temporal event" in lines 3, 14, and 
16 and "the semantic temporal event" in lines 5-6 and 9. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Changing "semantic temporal events" in 
1 st line of claim 44 to "a semantic temporal event" is suggested. Claims 45-51 , 
incorporating the deficiencies of claim 44, are likewise rejected. 

Claim 46 is incomplete, thus indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appl.cat.on for patent in the Un,ted 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) by 
anothe fltedE tt» United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the .men .on by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined m -cton 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an applicat.on f.led in the tinted States 
only ? the international application designated the United States and was pubi.shed under Art.de 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Erdelyi 

(U.S. Patent No. 6,631,522). 

With respect to claim 28, Erdelyi teaches receiving a query request from a client 
at search engine server (fig. 16, lines 31-38 in col. 2, lines 8-19 in col. 5, and lines 38-57 
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in col. 22). Erdelyi teaches retrieving data requested by said client from a data storage 
based on event based indexing (abstract, lines 5-14 in col. 2, lines 8-18 in col. 13, and 
fig. 4). Erdelyi teaches sending said data to said client (fig. 16, lines 31-38 in col. 2, 
lines 8-19 in col. 5, lines 38-57 in col. 22, and fig. 4). 

With respect to claim 29, Erdelyi teaches said query request includes a semantic 
temporal even, (line 53 in col. 21 thru line 11 in col. 22). Erdelyi teaches said query 
request includes statistics of the occurrences of a semantic temporal event (line 66 in 
col. 7 thru line 5 in col. 8 and line 53 in col. 21 thru line 11 in col. 22). Erdelyi teaches 
said query request includes statistics of a sports game (lines 26-34 in col. 10 and lines 
4-10 in col. 14). Erdelyi teaches said query request includes descriptions of actions in a 
sports game (lines 8-18 in col. 3). 

With respect to claim 30, Erdelyi teaches event based indexing includes building 
an index to raw data stored in a data storage based on at least one of a detected event, 
an event statistic, and event action description (abstract). 

The limitations of claims 31 -33 and 35 are rejected in the analysis of claim 29 
above, and these claims are rejected on that basis. 

With respect to claim 34, Erdelyi teaches said data sent to the client is a portion 
of the raw data (abstract and lines 33-60 in col. 4). 

7. Claims 36-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chang 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,828,809). 
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With respect to claim 36, Chang teaches retrieving multiple-layer models 
corresponding to said semantic temporal event (abstract and lines 14-18 in col. 5). 
Chang teaches receiving temporal observations that are extracted, from at least one 
data source, according to said multiple-layer models for the semantic temporal event 
(abstract, figs. 8a, 8b, 9a, and 9b, and lines 14-18 in col. 5). Chang teaches detecting 
one or more occurrences of the semantic temporal event based on said temporal 
observations and said multiple-layer models by supplying said temporal observations to 
said multiple-layer models (abstract, lines 14-18 and 54-65 in col. 5, lines 40-59 in col. 
8). Chang teaches characterizing said one or more occurrences of the semantic 
temporal event, detected by said detecting, to produce a characterization (abstract, 
lines 14-18 and 54-65 in col. 5, lines 40-59 in col. 8). Chang teaches storing said 
characterization (abstract, lines 14-18 and 54-65 in col. 5, lines 40-59 in col. 8). Chang 
teaches building indices to said temporal observations based on said characterizing (fig. 
1 , lines 28-49 in col. 2, and lines 41-58 in col. 3). Chang teaches receiving a query 
request from a client, retrieving data requested by said client based on said indices, and 
sending said data to said client (lines 30-58 in col. 3 and lines 1 1-17 in col. 4). 

With respect to claim 37, Chang teaches said query request is received at a 
search engine server (lines 30-58 in col. 3 and lines 1 1-17 in col. 4). 

The limitations of claim 38 are rejected in the analysis of claim 37 above, and the 
claim is rejected on that basis. 
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With respec, to daim 39, Chang teaches storing said temporal observations in a 
data storage, and wherein said data requested by said dient is retrieved from said data 
storage (lines 30-58 in col. 3 and lines 11-17 in col. 4). 

With respect to claim 40, Chang teaches the indices are based on at least one of 
a detected event, an event statistic, and an event action description (fig. 1. lines 28-49 
in col. 2, and lines 30-58 in col. 3). 

With respect to claim 41 , Chang teaches said query request includes a semantic 
temporal event (fig. 1, lines 28-49 in col. 2, and lines 30-58 in col. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

. . ™ •jk 1 1 «! r I03(a1 which forms the basis for all 
8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. luota) wim. 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a.Apafcrttmaynotbeob^^^^^ 

orth in section 102 of this ttte, ^J^S^SSS^miitme been obvious at the time the 
the prior ah are such that the "f*"*™"^ ft ,^ a " to which said subject matter pertains. 

9 caims 42-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chang et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,828,809) in v,ew of Erdelyi (U.S. Patent No. 6,631,522). 

With respec. to claims 42-43, Chang discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except querying statistical information of a semantic temporal event. 
However, Erdelyi teaches querying statistics of a sports game (lines 26-34 in col. 10 
and lines 4-10 in col. 14) and querying statistics of the occurrences of a semantic 
temporal even, (line 66 in col. 7 thru line 5 in col. 8 and line 53 in col.21 thru Iine11in 
co, 22, in order to produce an individualized, user-configurable video presentation. 
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Therefore, based on Chang in view of Erdelyi, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the teaching of 
Erdelyi to the system of Change in order to produce an individualized, user-configurable 
video presentation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 44-51 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joon H. Hwang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4036. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00(M-F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applicaflons is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Patent Examiner 
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